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become apparent in the position of the Parliament itself—the
fact that it had no power to enforce its decisions. In a dispute
over the Danish Duchies, Schleswig-Holstein, it could only
tamely " authorise " the King of Prussia to do what he had
actually done for his own interests some time before.
Then Schwartzenberg announced that Austria would insist
on all her dominions, including Hungary and Croatia, being
included in the proposed Reich. This would enable the
Hapsburgs to dominate it. Rather than that, the Parliament
decided to exclude Austria altogether, and offered the new
Imperial German Crown to the King of Prussia. But Frederick
William IV declined the offer, with the rather rude remark that
he " wrould not stoop to pick a crown out of the gutter." The
reasons prompting him to this " great refusal " were many and
varied. For one thing he believed-in Divine Right, and felt
that it would be beneath his dignity to hold authority conferred
by an elected body. Secondly, Austria had contrived that the
majority by which the offer was made should be so small that
trouble with the smaller states was foreshadowed. Thirdly,
acceptance would have led to friction—perhaps to war—with
Austria, and Frederick William felt a sort of mystic awe for
what had once been " The Holy Roman Empire." Lastly, the
Czar, who had already reproved him for coquetting with
" liberalism," now hinted that in such a conflict he would
back up Austria.
The Parliament was nonplussed. Their year of eloquence
had been wasted. Nobody could think what to do next; so
the delegates gradually ceased to attend its sessions, and it
faded away into thin air.
Frederick William still felt bound by his promise to grant
Prussia a constitution ; but the system which he set up in 1850
was artfully contrived to prevent the masses from having any
real voting-power (N52). He also continued for a time to
cherish hopes of an Imperial Crown, and brought forward a
scheme for a confederacy of the princes under his own su-
premacy. But this threatened the time-honoured paramountcy

